
                                                                                                 

     

 
For All Artists: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
1. How could each type of art be used to bring people together? 
2. How is the concept of scale addressed in each piece?  Some of the 

artists don’t directly address scale, but it is still present in their work. 

 
Michael Kareken – Painter: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Painter Michael Kareken says that he gets surprisingly excited when 
photographing the subjects he eventually paints: piles of recycled 
material.  Rock-Tenn recycling manager Tom Troskey says that “his 
enthusiasm to do it is like a little kid.”  What does it mean to be enthusiastic 
like a little kid? What is something that excites you like nothing else?  
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Activity 
Kareken’s fascination with recycled objects goes beyond just what the 
object looks like.  He says, “Its stuff we use and toss away.  It has a 
different beauty.  It contains a history and a life.”  Create a piece of art 
about the history and life of a recyclable object such as a cardboard box 
or a juice bottle. 
 

Performance of “Slight of Hand” – Composed by Mary 
Ellen Childs: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
What is your definition of a composer? How about a choreographer?  
When movement overlaps with sound, is it dance?  Is it music?  Or has it 
become something else entirely? What other forms of art lend themselves 
to overlapping in this way? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 
Create your own body percussion piece.  “Sight of Hand” was created 
combining clapping games, hambone (rhythmic slapping of hands and 
the body), and baseball signals.  What could you combine? 

 
Jody Williams – Book Artist: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Book artist Jody Williams created a series of small dioramas and a tiny 
book about invertebrates.  She said that she really enjoys the constraints 
of working on such a small scale – it really forces her to slow down and be 
careful.  “Being 1/16th inch off is like being off by a mile.”  Do you enjoy 

 



                                                                                                 

     

precision detail?  Are you the type of person who wants every single detail 
to be exactly right?  Or are you more of a “good enough” person who is 
willing to accept less than perfect?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 
Create your own miniature work of art.  What do you notice about 
working in a small scale that is different from working on an average or 
large scale project? 

 
Donald Lacourse – Ethnic Dance Theater: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Donald Lacourse says that people sometimes laugh at him for knowing as 
much as he does about the dance costumes of various regions of the 
world.  But he says that like any geek he learns so much about it because 
he is passionate about it.  What is something that you are passionate 
about and willing to spend time doing even if people laugh at you?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



                                                                                                 

     

Activity 
Lacourse hopes that people leave Ethnic Dance Theater enjoying the 
entertaining experience but also that they leave wanting to understand 
their own ethnic heritage.  Do some research into the costumes of your 
own ethnic heritage. What did people wear? Were there different 
costumes for different occasions or events?  Can you still see examples of 
these costumes in a museum or do they now exist just in pictures.  

 
Rogue Valley performs “Red River of the North”: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
The band Rogue Valley is on a project to put out four albums in a year – 
one for each of the seasons.  The song “Red River of the North” is about 
trying to hold back a flooding river.  What is your most extreme encounter 
with nature?  Have you ever sandbagged a river so it wouldn’t flood?  
Have you ever been caught out in a tornado or a snowstorm? What was 
the experience like?  
 
Activity 
What season do you think “Red River of the North” is about?  What are 
some other things that happen in that season?  Write you own song or 
poem about that season.  
 
 

 


