
                                                                                                 

     

 

 
For All Artists: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
1. What reason do the artists give for making their art? 
2. How have some of the artists been influenced by their background? 

 
 
 
 
Ta-Coumba Aiken – Painter and Public Artist: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Painter Ta-Coumba Aiken says, “For someone to ask me to do my work in 
the context of what they are doing: about people, about housing, about 
sustainability, about violence [awareness], about health, that’s where I 
want my work to be seen.”  Where do you want your work to be seen?  
How could your work be used to convey a message for someone’s 
cause?  
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Activity 
Aiken creates his paintings using a method he calls “rhythm pattern” 
which serves as the skeleton for his work. Create your own piece of art 
using this method.  Make a line and repeat it a few times, then make 
another line and repeat that. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Hallen – Mixed Media Artist: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Laura Hallen is currently working with unconventional mediums such as tutus 
and marshmallows.  She used to focus mainly on plants and nature, but 
lately has been drawn to these materials.  When you are being creative – 
do you find yourself drawn to certain materials over others?  How often do 
you switch up the media you use?  How do phases in your life cause you to 
create differently or change the subject of your art? 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 

     

Activity 
Hallen describes some of her pieces as “a moment in time – a frozen 
explosion.” She uses the plexiglass box to create that sense of being 
contained.  If the materials weren’t in there, they would be all over the 
room. Create your own art that conveys an explosion frozen in time or a 
party in action.  How can you create that same sense of an explosion 
contained. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Suburbs perform “Life is Like”: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
The Suburbs song “Life is Like” is upbeat, happy, collaborative, and very 
rock and roll.  If your life was a song, what type of song would it be and 
why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 
Create your own version of “Life is Like.”  How would you describe your life 
to other people?  How would you describe life in general? 



                                                                                                 

     

Josephine Geiger – Stained Glass Artist: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Glass artist Josephine Geiger doesn’t work from a pattern when she 
creates stained glass works.  She may start from a picture, but then she 
lays out the work on a table and moves pieces around until they feel and 
look right to her.  In your life or your art, do you prefer to work from a 
pattern or go with the flow?  Would you rather have things decided and 
set, or do you prefer to shift and move things around through 
experimentation?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 
Geiger is working on a piece that looks like the view out a window.  She 
has also created works from pictures of familiar landmarks.  Starting with a 
picture or image, create your own abstract using only squares and 
rectangles.  

 
Paul Nelson – Photographer: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Paul Nelson usually photographs for advertising in a very controlled 
atmosphere.  He has lately been taking pictures of birds in flight.  To do so, 
he has created a rig that triggers the camera when the birds fly through 
an infrared beam.  Although he controls the background and the light 
and the rig, Nelson has no control over the birds and gets surprising results.  
Are there any elements of surprise when you create art?  How much of 
the creative process do you control and how much seemingly comes 
from nowhere?  



                                                                                                 

     

Activity 
How would you capture nature through art?  How can a painting or 
photograph capture the majesty and fragility of nature?  Come up with 
plans for your own camera rig to capture photos of nature in action.  
 

Nirmala Rajasekar – Veena Musician: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
How eclectic are your music tastes?   Do you listen to many different types 
of music? How often do you listen to world music?  
 
Activity 
Research some different styles of music from other parts of the world that 
you are not familiar with.  What do they have in common with “American” 
music?  What is different?  Do you like it – why or why not? 
 


