
                                                                                                 

     

For All Artists: 
 
Writing/Essay/Journal 

1. How much training do you need for this type of art?  How can you get 
that type of training? 

2. What do the artists hope their audiences will get from their art? 
 

Beatrix Jar – Sound Artists: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Beatrix Jar artists Bianca Pettis and Jacob Aaron 
Roske are not trained musicians; instead they 
say, “We’re approaching it from this emotional, 
intuitive place.  We’re connoisseurs of sound.”  
What is something that you like to do and feel 
that you are good at, but that you aren’t 
specifically trained in?  
 
Activity 
Find things around your house that make noise: 
alarm clocks, TV remotes, phones, children’s toys, 
etc.  Create you own sound art.  If you can, find 
a battery-operated toy at a thrift store and try 
manipulating the soundboard with a piece of 
wire.  
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John Largaespada – Photographer: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
About creating his art, photographer John Largaespada says that reality is 
“too harsh” and “it needs a little sweetening up.” He uses humor to do this.  
How do you view reality or the world around you? Do you tend to be 
more positive about life or negative?   When you are in an uncomfortable 
situation, do you use humor to lighten the mood?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 
Largaespada uses models in his work and he tries to capture them “...in 
the midst of emotion – not trying to express emotion.” Create your own 
piece of art that captures someone in the midst of emotion. 
 

Gary Korlin – Painter: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Painter Gary Korlin says that when he paints, the works doesn’t always 
come together easily.  When it does happen, it makes the effort so 
rewarding.  What are some of the things that you find rewarding? Are they 
easy to do, or do you have to work hard?  What makes something 
rewarding?  
 

 



                                                                                                 

     

Activity 
Korlin doesn’t always like to paint exact details; instead 
he prefers to paint the suggestion or the feeling of a 
place.  Sometimes this means that his paintings don’t 
make sense close up, but come into focus when he 
steps back.  He refers to this as “realistic impressionism.”  
Create your own piece of art that captures the feeling 
of a place rather than the exact details.  
 

 
 
Mandrágora Tango – Tango Band: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Members of Mandrágora Tango didn’t grow up listening to tango music.  
They are trained instead in classical or jazz music. They say that means 
they’ll always be foreigners to tango music.  Do you have to be brought 
up listening to something to have it be a part of you?  What types of music 
feel like they are part of you?  What types of music feel foreign?  
 
Activity 
Bob Barnes says that tango is “…a sad thought that can be danced.”  
Choose a sad thought and create a dance that expresses that thought.  
 

 

 


