
                                                                                                 

     

For All Artists: 
 
Writing/Essay/Journal 

1. How do the artists view the role of nature in their work? 
2. What is most beautiful about this type of art? 

 

Seitu Jones and Hunter Powell – Visual Artists: 
 
Writing/Essay/Journal 
Visual artist Seitu Jones is the fourth generation of his family to live in 
Minnesota, making his granddaughter, Hunter Powel, part of the sixth 
generation.  Jones says that artists run in his family line, and both he and 
his granddaughter are artists.  How long has your family been in one 
place?  What runs in your family line?  Is there a particular profession, 
craft, or hobby that many people in your family enjoy?  Do you feel 
yourself drawn to this as well?  
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Activity 
Jones says that one of the tenets that he follows from his youth is, “You 
should leave your community more beautiful than you found it.” As artist-
in-residence for the city of Minneapolis, he has designed many pieces of 
public art, from a drinking fountain to a large clock.  Design your own 
piece of public art.  
 

Steve Heitzeg – Composer: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Steve Heitzeg says that he likes music because, 
“Music helps you understand other people, it 
helps people connect – it is the universal 
language.”  What helps you understand other 
people?  When you have a misunderstanding 
with another person, how do you deal with it?  
How could you use music to help clear up a 
misunderstanding or end a fight?   
 
Activity 
To create his music, Heitzeg starts with something 
else: a color or a text, then composes his music 
based on how he thinks the artist was feeling at 
the time he or she created the piece. He is 
inspired by other forms of art to create art.  
Create your own piece of art that is inspired by a 
different form of art.  Write music to accompany 
a painting, or write a poem to accompany a 
dance. 

 
Marilyn Garber – Botanical Artist: 
 
Writing/Essay/Journal 
Marilyn Garber creates pictures of plants that go in field guides to help 
scientists identify plant species.  She says, “We are adding to the science 
of the world.”  What is the relationship between art and science?  Are you 
more comfortable with the sciences or the arts?  
 

 

 



                                                                                                 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 
As a botanical artist, Garber has to take the imperfect, the actual physical 
plants and all their flaws, and make it perfect in her drawing.  Create your 
own botanical art, starting with an imperfect plant.  How can you know 
what perfect is supposed to look like if you only have an imperfect 
example?  
 

 
 
 
Peter Himmelman – Singer/Songwriter: 
 
Writing/Essay/Journal 
Singer/Songwriter, Peter Himmelman, says that growing up Jewish there 
were three career choices open to him, but he chose a different path 
and became a musician.  Do you feel that your career choices are pre-
determined?  Are there certain careers you think your family would prefer 
that you go into?  Is that what you want to do?   
 

  



                                                                                                 

     

 
Activity 
Himmelman says that you need to “be willing to sacrifice the songs to the 
moment” when you are improvising.  What do you think he means by this?  
Does your favorite form of art support improvisation?  Create a piece of 
art that contains some elements of structure but also includes a piece of 
improvisation.  Does the improvisation interrupt or even ruin the piece?   
 

 


