
                                                                                                 

     

For All Artists: 
 
Writing/Essay/Journal 

1. What do the artists want their audience to think or feel when 
experiencing their art? 

2. How do the artists feel about their art?  How much of a role does it 
play in their lives? 

 

Doug Beasley – Photographer: 
 
Writing/Essay/Journal 

1. Photographer Doug Beasley uses photography to find connections 
with the spiritual or divine in everything.  He hopes that his 
photographs will help lead the viewer further into themselves or 
down their own spiritual path. Where do you find the spiritual or 
divine?  Do you find inspiration in art?  

 
2. Beasley says that his photographs don’t feel contrived because he 

isn’t trying to make a statement himself, but rather to capture the 
message that his subject is trying to tell him.  When you create art do 
you control and shape the art into what you want it to be?  Or does 
the art sometimes have its own message?    
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Activity 
Beasley said that photography isn’t always about finding the most 
beautiful landscape or photographing something that has never been 
seen before.  Take a walk through your neighborhood and try to listen to 
the messages that objects in nature give you.  Try to capture that 
message in a photograph or sketch.  

 
 

Andy Ducett – Mixed Media Artist: 
 

Writing/Essay/Journal 
Mixed media artist Andy Ducett creates his installations out of found 
objects, objects that were owned by somebody and then thrown away or 
sold in second-hand shops.  He says, “One man’s junk is another man’s 
treasure.” In your own life are there things (objects, emotions, or other) 
that you value or treasure that other people don’t?   
 
 
 

 



                                                                                                 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 
Ducett is fascinated by everyday objects because of the things they have 
been witness to.  Choose an object in your bedroom or house.  What has 
that object been witness to?  Write a story or create a piece of art that 
tells the story or stories that the object has seen. 
 

The Suburbs – The Bruce Allen Tribute Concern: 
 
Writing/Essay/Journal 

1. Guitar guitarist Bruce Allen began losing his sight, he put larger 
markers on his guitar so that he could continue playing gigs.  If your 
health started getting in the way of what you love, what would you 
do?  How important is it to do what you love?  

 
2. To honor Allen’s memory, the Suburbs played a tribute concert to 

raise money for a scholarship fund in his name that would help 
young people in the Twin Cities go to college to study arts and 
music.  The things that live on after you die are your legacy.  What 
do you want your legacy to be?  

 



                                                                                                 

     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 
Bandmates recall that Bruce Allen “poured his soul into everything he 
did.” In addition to being the guitar player for the band he also designed 
most of the cover art and created a logo for the band that made them 
instantly identifiable.  Create a logo for yourself or for your group of 
friends.  How can you visually represent something as complex as identity 
in something as simple as a logo?  
 

 


